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2024 INTERIM 

MEETING 
 

Massachusetts Weights and Measures 
Association 

@ 

Marriott Courtyard 
75 Felton Street, 

Marlborough, MA 01752 
 

 

Wednesday, March 6, 

2024 
Registration is open 

@ 

www.Masswma.com 
 

Registration must be completed on-line

 

 

Presidents Corner 
Jonathan Brillo 

Sealer – Quincy 

 

   Happy New Year MWMA! Before getting in to a 

quick update, I would like to take a moment to 

congratulate Jimmy Cassidy on his retirement and 

thank him for 39 years of service as a sealer and 

most recently Director of the Division of Standards. 

We wish you the best of luck in the future.  

  We would also like to thank and congratulate our 

new board members and officers for the upcoming 

year. We really appreciate all their volunteer efforts 

and look forward to working with everyone 

throughout the year to make our association the 

best it can be. A list of the MWMA board can be 

found on page 5. 

   As we move forward in this new year are you 

articulating to your managers the importance of 

your W&M function? Now is not the time to 

“shrink” into the background while other city/town 

departments compete for precious budget funding. 

Be prepared to show that most of what W&M does 

in the marketplace is mandated by Massachusetts 

General Law (MGL) and how important it is to 

consumers, many of whom are trying to make 

“ends meet” with less income.  

   We can do this by celebrating Weights and 

Measures week. Every March 1-7 our community 

celebrates the first W&M legislation signed in to 

law on March 2, 1799, by President John Adams. 

Website updates or postings around the office can 

be helpful in understanding what W&M does. Visit 

NIST and NCWM for reference materials to help 

build information packets for the public.  
    See you all at our Interim Meeting March 6, 

2024!

http://www.masswma.com/
https://www.nist.gov/pml/owm/weights-and-measures-week
https://www.ncwm.com/national-weights-and-measures-week


M.W.M.A 
INTERIM CONFERENCE & TRAINING 

 
AGENDA 

 
MARCH 6, 2024 

 
Marriot Courtyard 

75 Felton St 
Marlborough, MA 01752 

 
 

1 Day Meeting 

8:30 – 9:30am: CHECK IN 
**NEW SEALERS ARRIVE BY 9am** 
-2 years or less experience 

9:00 – 9:30:      NEW SEALER ORIENTATION  

9:30 - 9:40:       MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

9:40 – 10:30:    M.W.M.A. Update 
10:30 - 10:40:   BREAK 
10:40 – 11:20:  TRIAL REWEIGH/NET CONTENTS OF PACKAGED GOODS  
11:20 – 11:30:   BREAK 
11:30 – 12:00:   DEMO TABLES 
12:00 – 1:00:     LUNCH 
1:00 – 2:00:      TRIAL REWEIGH/NET CONTENTS OF PACKAGED GOODS 
2:00 – 3:00pm: DOS Update  
 

Driving Directions to the Meeting:   Driving Directions to Marriott 

Courtyard: Massachusetts Turnpike (I-90). Take Exit 106 (I-495 

North) to exit 63B (Route 20 West / Northborough). Take your first 

right onto Felton Street (before Shell gas station). The hotel on right. 

 

Note on C.E.Us: There will be a sign-in sheet for the morning and 

afternoon sessions at the meeting, you must sign the form in order to 

receive the full 0.75 contact hour credit.



Check out the following feature on Boston Weights & Measures as printed 

in the Boston Globe on Monday, October 18, 2023.   
 

 
 

 

Continues Next Page...



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Below is a list of the Officers and Board members of M.W.M.A as of our Annual September meeting.  We are available and are happy to 
discuss weights & measures and our Association.  Get in touch!     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
Message from M.W.M.A Greetings to you all!  Please include the invoice from our 
website or ensure your full name and Town name is on the payment that are submitted to 
M.W.M.A. Treasurer. We have been receiving checks for registrations for meetings and 
annual membership dues without any information on who or what they are paying.  We 
want the registration process to be as simple as possible and this will make a big 
difference.   
 

-UPCOMING MEETINGS- 
 

We are excited to share the Northeastern Weights and Measures Association (NEWMA) 

Annual Meeting will be held May 6th-May 9th, 2024, at the Hyannis Holiday Inn.  This 

will be the first time in a long time that a NEWMA meeting will be taking place on Cape 

Cod.  More information will be coming.   
 
 

-Eastern Massachusetts Weights & Measures Association Reboot- 
 
The Eastern Massachusetts Weights & Measures Association is looking for volunteers to 
help resume the training sessions and meetings.  If you are interested in getting involved 
and volunteering for a leadership position, please contact Mark Coyne at 
measures51@gmail.com   
 
 
Common Gasoline Complaint 
Meter Jump & Meter Creep 
This may very well be the most common type of gasoline complaint. “Meter jump” is when the 

indications advance without the “nozzle handle” being activated. “Meter creep” is when the indications 

keep advancing (slowly) when the nozzle has been deactivated. These violations are commonly caused 

by a bad hose, broken nozzle, or a faulty check valve. Whereas all systems are now pressurized, a tiny 

leak in the inner hose will allow gasoline to escape and when a customer activates the pump (re-

pressures it), it will jump to fill the void. Of course, a nozzle with a faulty “anti-drain valve” will cause 

a lot of problems (particularly on self-serve cash sales) because the meter will shut off and the customer 

is still activating the nozzle (allowing gasoline to escape the pressurized hose). A broken check valve 

allows gasoline to drip backward from the pressurized hose. 

 

“Meter jump” can also be triggered by physics. During very cold weather, if the gasoline is exposed in 

the pressurized hose for a long period of time, it can shrink slightly. Let’s say the gasoline is 58 degrees 

in the storage tank and then it is exposed to the cold and wind with pump off (while in the hose) and 

when the customer activates the pump, the temperature of that gas in the pressurized hose is now 40 

degrees. When a customer activates the pump (re-pressures), it jumps. 

 

How to respond?  It is important to get detailed information (pump #, grade) and we ask if they brought 

the complaint to the attention of the station. Activate the pump, if it jumps, shut it down. Also, check 

the nozzle. Point the nozzle into your standard (can) and squeeze the handle, release it, and then activate 

the pump. If the complainant did bring it to the station and we substantiate the complaint and the station 

didn’t “shut the pump down”, then we’ll issue a citation. Otherwise, we’ll just close the pump down 

until it is repaired. As for the winter issue, it is recommended to educate station operators to activate the 

pumps first thing in the morning (when this cause of jump commonly happens) when they open. Most 

often weather-related “meter jump” is hard to substantiate. But if it is substantiated, we usually issue a 

warning for the first infraction.   
 
 

mailto:measures51@gmail.com


 
 
 

 Massachusetts Weights and Measures 

Association 
PO Box 2430 

Hyannis, MA 02601 
 
 
 

 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:   M.W.M.A 
 

MAIL TO:    M.W.M.A 

      Attn:  Jane Zulkiewicz Sec./Treas. 

      P.O. Box 2430  

      Hyannis, MA 02601       
 

==================================================================== 
 

 

MASSACHUSETTS WEIGHTS & MEASURES 
ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP /FY2024 ANNUAL DUES 

July 1, 2023-June 30, 2024 
 
 
 

Name    ___ 
 

Address     ___ 
 

City/Town                                                         State                                    ZIP    _ 
 

Representing      

 

Telephone    FAX_________________________________ 

 

 

e-mail                                                                                

 

Please make a check mark on your status:    

          Active Member 

          Associate Member 

          Retired 

           New 
 

 

Annual Membership DUES are $75.00 after August 30, 2023 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

EQUITY SHALL PREVAIL 
 
 
 
 
 

 Editor’s  Note: 
 
If anyone out there knows of any news that should be included in the Newsletter, please 
contact Kevin Friel (508) 862-4776 or kevin.friel@town.barnstable.ma.us 
 

 

Initial Certification 
W & M Officials must be certified within one year of their appointment. Failure to become certified shall 

be cause for termination. To become certified, the W & M official must pass a written exam given by the 

MA Division of Standards. The exam consists of questions taken from a tutorial of questions, which 

covers MA General Laws, HB 44 General Code, HB 44 Fundamental Considerations, HB 44 Scale Code 

& HB 44 Retail Motor Dispenser Code. If the applicant passes the exam, a “state inspector” will conduct 

a practical “field” review of the applicant and then the initial certification is complete.   
 

 

 

mailto:friel@town.barnstable.ma.us

